
MPIGreen Performance TMStandard
[GPS-1-08 and GPS-2-08]

For Paints & Coatings
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LJiftormance

A\Pil~t program investigating OFP (Ozone Forming Potential) i~itiated by th.e National Institute of Building Sciences, addressed coating
p,?riormance relative to environmentally preferable products with the following:
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"Giventhat the primary function of paints and coatings is to provide protection for coated surfaces, and thus extend the life

. of such surfaces, it is imperative for any environmentallypreferableproductspecification to address the equivalencein
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performance betweenproductsbeingcompared.Inadequateconsiderationofproductperformancein thepasthasledtoa
I selection of paints and coatings that have not provided comparableperformance, leading to the premature aging of structures

j I on the one hand, or excessive product use to offset performance shortcomings on the other hand."
Also in the draft specification was the requirement that .only products appearing in the current edition of the MPI Approved Products List
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r the category for the intended application will be considered for certification, and that continued listing in the MPI Approved Products
LiSt will be a condition of maintaining the certification". -

J

A

f

' 0 recvcled paints, there are at least two concerns. The first concern is that the waste stream must be verifiably environmentally

p ~ferable. The second is that recycled paint must meet the same minimum performance standards as comparable non-recycledpaint,
a d that there must be comfort as to the ongoing continuance in spite of varying raw material streams. These concerns are being
a dressed in the new Green Seal Standard for Recycled Paint that requires MPllisting approval based upon testing to MPl's performance

st, rdards, and auditing both by Green Seal and by MPI.
Tpe MPI Green PerformanceTM Standard therefore requires toat all products shall meet or exceed the performance requirements of the

aPrlicable MPI product standard, evidenced by current listing in the MP-IApproved Products List.
N~te: This standard addresses environmental friendliness with cerformiince in the context of differing geographical environmental
rdgulatory ~rends. It does not address sustaina~ilitv issues where hig~erYO~ coatings perform significantly better. In these cases duty
c~ple considerations would prompt the use of hlgher-per-coat VOC coatings In order to extend the duty cycle thereby lowering the total

VffCs. Some of these are stains, varnishes, industrial maintenance coatings, interior trim coatings. etc.

if .ronmental regulations also can bring 'unintended consequences' in the broader picture. Examples include: as yet unknown challenges

tr,~ough the use o~new replacement solven.ts,. and the need.for better applicator knowledge in the safe use of newer formulated products.
A~other example IS the more frequent repainting (due to lower product performance) that may be required. resulting in the contribution of
a~ditional VOCs and higher O. & M. costs.

lI Essential Elements of MPI's Green Performance TMStandard

. Performance
Chemical Component Restrictions
Maximum Allowable Limits of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
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]I dpemical Component Restrictions

T~e MPI Green PerformanceTM Standard requires that the manufacturer shall demonstrate that the following chemical compounds are not
u~ed as ingredients in the manufacture of the product: [frace elements (max. 5 ppm) as a by-product are excluded.]I
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Confirmed Human Carcinogens (as defined by ACGIH 0100Doc)

Acrolein

Acrylonitrile

Antimony
Asbestos

Benzene

Butyl benzyl phthalate
Cadmium

Diethyl phthalate

Dimethyl phthalate

Di-n-butyl phthalate

Di-n-octyl phthalate

1,2 -dichlorobenzene

Di (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate

Ethylbenzene

Methylene Chloride

Naphthalene

Toluene (Methylbenzene)

1,1,1 -trichloroethane

Vinyl Chloride

Formaldehyde
Hexavalent Chromium

Isophorone
Lead

Mercury

Methyl ethyl ketone

Methyl isobutyl ketone

t
he product must contain no more than 1.0% by weight of the sum total of aromatic compounds.
t-Ieproduct must contain no crystalline silica as an ingredient.1
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